
My dear friends, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,  

slow to speak and slow to become angry…           -James 1:19 
 

I recently came across an article that made me think about listening. The Scriptures instruct us to be 

“quick to listen” and “slow to speak” but my sense is that most of the time the reverse is true of us (myself 

included). We are eager to speak, to share our own thoughts and opinions, but less enthusiastic about 

giving our time to let someone else talk uninterrupted. Listen to one pastor describe a “no cross-talk” rule 
he started using for certain gatherings at his church:                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

What a great reminder for me, and for us as God’s people, to be “quick to listen” to others: to those in 

our families, in our church community, even to those with whom we may disagree. In the listening, we’re 

showing God’s love, and leaving space for the Holy Spirit to speak. May the Lord use us – hands, voice, 

eyes and ears – to spread the Good News of Jesus. Happy listening! 
 

**Selections from “The No Cross-Talk Rule” by Anthony B. Robinson. Copyright © 2017 by the Christian Century. Reprinted by permission from the 
May 10, 2017 issue of the Christian Century. www.christiancentury.org 
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“No cross-talk” is a standard practice in 12-step or recovery groups. It works like this: when a person in 
the group talks about his or her recovery, or the temptations faced or the hope and healing found, others 
in the group do not address the person directly or comment on what’s been said. Only the person who 
has the floor speaks (within an agreed-upon time limit). Others listen…. 

 

“No cross-talk” means that people don’t make comments that may cause the person speaking to feel un-
safe or inadequate. Comments like “I don’t think you really understand,” or “When you’ve been around 
longer, you’ll get it,” or the one often heard in church conversations, “We’ve tried that before.” The no 
cross talk rule means not only that no one judges or corrects a speaker but that no one jumps in to take 
care of the speaker. The person who speaks may become tongue-tied with frustration or shame. They may 
break down and weep as they speak of past or present failures. Someone may pass the Kleenex, but no 
one rushes in to say “Oh, I’m so sorry” or “Really, it’s not that bad” or gives the distressed person a hug. 
Such signs of support may be offered when the meeting is over. 

 

If there is no advice given, no fixing or judging, and no caretaking, what is it that the group does offer? 
Listening. Deep listening. Someone is heard—without comment, without rebuttal, without affirmation or 
applause. It turns out that this is a gift. As David Augsburger puts it, “Being heard is so close to being 
loved that for the average person they are almost indistinguishable….” 

 

There is a theological conviction behind this no cross-talk practice. We’re listening not only to what oth-
ers are saying but also to what God is saying to us and what God is saying to the church. In a standard 
discussion, with its rapid-fire and often judgmental responses, our egos can become so engaged that we 
can’t hear what God may be saying. In the thoughts shared without cross-talk, in the silences between 
speakers or while listeners wait, and in the attentive and nonjudgmental listening of others, God has a 
chance to get at us, to get a word in our conversation. We may receive the prompting and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

http://www.christiancentury.org/


Prayers 
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization   
Recently included in prayers:  Brittany Barnes, Kiley Chandler, Greg Gundersen, Marlyce Hemberger, 

Jim Hodson, Jerry Jacobsen, Ed Jungck, Danny Kerns, Steve Kleveland, Carole Meyer, Briella Kay Nissen, 

Steve Ocker, Craig Parnell, Brad & Elaine Petersen, Geri Streck.  We continue our prayers for:  Dan Bar-

ber, Michelle Bird, Jim Bohrer, Marge Booth, Dan Dean, Joann Domeier, Terry Dunbar, Grace Eckhardt, 

Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Jim Hellwege, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett 

Hunt, Janet Janssen, Bev Johnson, Betty (Gene) Kort, Kande Lindberg, Lavern Muhleisen, Royal Miller, 

Larry Reimnitz, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Jean Stoley, Joel Zuellner.  
 

► In Sympathy 

We pray for Dan Laux & Ken Laux & families at the death of their father, Bob;  Anna Ackerman & Stacy 

Vickers & family at the death of their father, John Ackerman; for Julie Kempf & family at the death of her 

mother, Helen Berg; and for Betty Reiber & family at the death of her husband, Gary.  May ALL those who 

mourn the loss of a loved one be comforted in God’s resurrection promise made through His son, Jesus.  
 

► Births & Baptisms 

We give thanks with Pastor Josh & Jean Davis as they welcome a daughter into their family, to Mike & 

Miranda Nanfito at the birth of a son, to Ross & Kirstie Koch and Lexi Anderson & Jake Brooks, each 

at the birth of daughters.  And through the waters of baptism we welcome:  Aubree Louise Brooks, daughter 

of Michelle & Robert Brooks, Drake Aiden Lemke, son of Daunia & Heath Lemke; Gracely Jo Thom, 

daughter of Ashley & John Thom; Mathew David Nissen, son of Brooke & Derek Nissen; Dylann Grace 

Robinson, daughter of Lindsey & Shaun Robinson; Calley Piper Poppe, daughter of Mecala & Tyler Poppe; 

and Autumn Jean Taylor Davis, daughter of Pastor Josh & Jean Davis. 
 

► Marriage 
God’s blessings on the May marriages of Tyler Gloystein & Jackie Fitzke and Jake Fisher & Alyson 

Thompson; and the June marriage of Samantha Conway & Stephen LaFreniere.  May each of these  

couples grow in their love for each other with Christ at the center of their lives. 
                                                                                                                                             …………………...         
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                                                                                                                                                                     News & Notes 

 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING 

The next quarterly Voters’ Meeting will take place on Sunday, July 9 following the 10:30 wor-

ship service.  All are encouraged to attend this brief meeting. 

                   Join us for a Block Party   

     

This summer, the Board of Evangelism is again arranging neighborhood Block Parties 

with the goal of connecting members, neighbors, and friends with one another.  On  

July 9th,  our church will be hosting Block Parties at a number of parks and locations 

around the area. Everyone is invited! A large map will be posted in the forum from June 

25-July 2 with designated gathering spaces for each area to attend a Block Party. If 

you’re planning on coming, put your name on the sign-up sheet so   we can keep track of 

how many people to expect. 

 

We’ll gather from 5 pm until 7 pm and designated host families will provide table service plus sand-

wiches for all. We ask that if you are coming to the party, you would bring some side dish to share with 

others (salad, vegetable, chips, dessert, etc.). You are also encouraged to bring any outdoor games that 

would be appropriate for the day. The whole family is welcome, and if we’d especially encourage 

you to invite your neighbors and friends too! The goal is a fun-filled time of relaxation and fel-

lowship for everyone. Hope to see you there! 



 

 Just a Reminder 

                                                              More News & Notes 

PARKING LOT REMINDER 

During the several weeks of concrete pouring, there 

will still be sidewalk access to the main doors on 

the west side of the building.  Parking will be avail-

able on the south side of the building and across 

the street in the Hawthorne School parking lot.  

 
NEW ART 

 

God is the original artist, the Creator of lights and 

darks, splashing sunrises and sunsets onto the can-

vas of the sky, bringing new life to being, daily 

works of art, none quite like another. And we who 

are made in God’s image are also creators, even 

from our youngest days of childhood, playing with 

finger paints, making shapes in mud, doodling pic-

tures on fogged or frosted glass. Art is a gift from 

God which has the power to enrich and deepen our 

understandings of the divine, especially when it is 

shared as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newest piece of art in our forum is less 

overtly religious than the previous trio of Christ’s 

death, burial and resurrection. Taken by Nebraska 

photographer Bill Frakes, and purchased with 

funds from the Dana Schliep memorial, this photo 

shows a father in the Sandhills. We see a daughter 

held at his side by a protective right hand, another 

child wrapped in his strong arms, as together they 

look out on a well-watered expanse of grassland.  

What do you see here? Are these ominous clouds, 

storms of life which make us seek shelter in our 

Heavenly Father’s arms? Does it remind you of the 

abundance of God who leads us to green pastures 

and still waters? Does it make you feel safe? Paren-

tal? Childlike? Something altogether different? 

 

I hope you will take time to look at this image, and 

to do so alongside brothers and sisters in Christ, 

taking time to talk about what you see. And, as in 

all things, may this art, and your conversations, 

bring glory to God alone.    
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CAN YOU HELP? 
We are looking for a group of volunteers who would 

be able to assist in setting up and/or taking 

down tables and chairs for such things as (but 

not limited to) special events and funeral lunches.  

If you would like to be a part of this group please 

call the church at 402-462-5044 or send an email to 

cindy.office@AFamilyofFaith.com indicating your 

willingness to help in this area of need. Thanks! 

 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE  
Due to the 4th of July falling on the normal meet-

ing date of Priscilla Circle, they are changing the 

meeting date to Tuesday, July 11 at 1:00pm. 

 

SCRIPTURE & SNACKS 
Our church continues to read 

through the entire Bible in 2017. It 

isn’t too late to join us on our jour-

ney through the Scriptures; even if 

you haven’t been reading along you 

are still welcome. The next Scrip-

ture and Snacks gathering will take 

place at the home of Dan and Dina Michel on July 

16th. If weather permits, you’re invited to come and 

enjoy the pool beginning around 2 pm. We’ll gather 

at 4 pm for a time of Bible study, followed by a 

bratwurst dinner. If you plan to attend, please 

bring a side to share. Contact the Michel’s at 402-

984-6936. 

 

THE WEBSITE is sponsored this month by the 

Chestnut Corner Bazaar in memory of Marlin 

Meyer and his dedication to God’s mission. 

 
TREES OF REMEMBRANCE 

In April’s newsletter, church members were invited 

to donate to the purchase of two new trees, “trees of 

remembrance” honoring mothers and fathers, 

saints who have gone before us, teaching us the 

faith and modeling God’s love. Thank you to all 

who contributed! With those funds, two 

‘Coralburst’ ornamental crabapple trees were pur-

chased and planted out on the northeast corner of 

our property around our brick church sign. These 

compact trees with rounded crowns were chosen in 

part for their small size, topping out at only 10-15 

feet, but also for their beauty. In mid-spring, ruby-

red buds will open into fragrant, rose-pink blos-

soms, followed by handsome, reddish-orange fruit. 

Thanks to all who work to make our worship home 

a beautiful space, inside and out! 

 



         Education and More 

     Adult Education In July 

 

SUNDAYS   

 

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100] 

Rooms 102-103 ● 9:15AM 
This class takes an in-depth look at 

the scripture lessons taken from the 

Sunday morning readings.  Join us on any or ALL 

Sunday mornings ! 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]-  

Room 11 at 9:00am       

Pastor Dunbar leads this Wednesday morning 

group as they enjoy coffee and fellowship time fol-

lowed by prayer and an informal discussion of Sun-

day’s sermon.  All are welcome!   

                                  ……….. 
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Summer Sunday School  

(Preschool through 6th grade) continues to create 

works of art based on Bible passages.  We have 

paint shirts as needed, but please wear casual 

clothes that you are not afraid of getting messy.  

Kids, bring your parents because their assistance 

IS NEEDED and APPRECIATED!  

Sunday School offerings, throughout  the 

summer, will go to support our Compassion  

International child, Freddy Victorio Sanchez San-

chez. Freddy lives in Nicaragua and likes soccer, 

caring for animals, making beds, and running er-

rands.  Freddy lives with his mother and father 

and has two siblings.  He regularly attends church 

activities and Bible class. 

 

 

  

Sunday Morning Bible Classes 

 for 7-12th grades  
meets Sunday mornings at 9:15 

in the Youth Room! 
Class leader is Vicki Fisher. 

   

                           Soul Patrol  

     Colorado Mission Trip 

    

       Please pray for those students  

            and sponsors who will be attend- 

                  ing the service trip to Lutheran 

Valley Retreat in Colorado, July 23-28.  Students 

are: Kiernan Bierman, McKenna Bloomberg, An-

drew Brandt, Caleb Clark, Hannah Fleming, 

Hunter Krueger, Abigail Price, Josh Mellinger, 

Ashley Nierman, Henry Schardt, & Keaton Ver-

hage.  Sponsors are Wade Johnson & Penny Price. 

Kids...  

            BOOK GROUP  
          July 13, 7:00pm      

     at Dally’s Deli - South St. 

 

         The Girl on the Train  
                    by Paula Hawkins 

 

 

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins was the 

Amazon “Best Book of the Month” in January 

2015. Neal Thompson’s review says: Intersecting, 

overlapping, not-quite-what-they-seem lives. Jeal-

ousies and betrayals and wounded hearts. A 

haunting unease that clutches and won’t let go. All 

this and more helps propel Paula Hawkins’s ad-

dictive debut into a new stratum of the psychologi-

cal thriller genre. So what will you think? Is it 

creepy, scary and fun? Or just plain weird? Join 

us for a lively discussion!  
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“And we know 
that in all things 

God works for the 
good of those who 

love him, who 
have been called 
according to his 

purpose.”  

                  -- Romans 8:28 

                             July 2017 

 

 

 

   

  

       
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

              July Verse of the Month → 

 

                          Romans 8:28 

 

When we face trials and diffi-

culties in our lives, this promise 

might seem hard to believe. Not 

everything that happens to us 

is good; and not everything is 

God’s will – we still suffer the 

effects of living among sinful 

people in a sinful world. But 

Romans assures us that our God is always at 

work (sometimes behind the scenes) to bring 

good for us, even if we can’t see it right away. 

 

              Thank You Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH to all who prayed, sent 

cards, or visited Helen Berg during these last months 

of her life here on earth.  We are grateful for the love 

and care you have shown our family and appreciate 

your support during this tough time. May God bless 

each of you.    Julie, Jayson, Jordan, & Jenna Kempf 

 

THANK YOU for your generous donations to the 

Hastings Food Pantry. To date, this year, we have 

received and donated 995 pounds of nonperishable 

food/grocery items to our local pantry.   

 

THANK YOU …. for 5 generations, over 50 years of 

Baptisms, lessons, confirmations, marriages, and fu-

nerals for the Dunaway family.  We greatly appreci-

ate all of the pastors help and prayers. God bless this 

church and its members.   
                                 Steve & Becky (Dunaway) Young 

 
 

THANKS TO ALL who helped make 

our week of Vacation Bible School’s  

Adventure Fair a success! 

 

 

           Community News 

 

     UNITED HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

      Sat. July 15, 9:30-11:30 am 

        Annex Building at 7th & Hastings 

Open to any one needing food. Bring sacks/boxes. 
                  Volunteers are needed to help!   
                     373 families were served in June!        
        

YWCA 4TH OF JULY PARADE 

Everyone is welcome to join in the annual July 4th 

Parade at Fisher Fountain.  Free activities and 

games begin at 10:30am and the parade takes 

place at noon.  Decorate your bikes, wagons, stol-

lers, yourselves, etc. and parade with us around 

the fountain.  This is a family friendly event and is 

sponsored by the Adams County YWCA.   

Questions ?... call the YWCA at 402-462-8821. 

 

Colorado Peaches Fundraiser 
     benefits Youth for Christ 

          Cost is $37.50 for a lug  

                  (35-40 peaches) 

Order your peaches online at platte-

valleyyfc.com or call 402-984-7782 

before July 10.  Peaches will arrive 

in August and you will receive a phone call when 

they are ready to be picked up. Thanks! 
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We invite you to join us each Sunday! 
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 

Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM 

 

Return Service Requested 

2017 Church Council 

Chairman:  Doug Koopman          Vice Chairman:  Dan Klammer 

Treasurer:  Adam Jacobitz              Recording Secretary:  Carol Loetterle 

Board of Education: Tarin Wademan, Patty Ocker, Becky Hamik 

Board of Evangelism:  Lois Janssen, Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs 

Board of Family Life:  Jenny Sidlo, Della Bader, Vacant 

Board of Finance: Rick & Deb Runyan, Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young,  

                                         Scott Hansen, Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel 

Board of Lay Ministry:  Cole Bulas, Tim Uden, Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, 

                Ron Haase, Becky Schutte 

Board of Trustees:  Eileen Saathoff, Doug Ahrens, Donna Alber, Dan Michel, 

               John Thom, Jeff Grabill 

Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson,  

Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church 
Office – 462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

(includes all email addresses) 

 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

463-8670 (Home) 

 

Vicki Fisher, D.C.E. 

462-0194 (Home) 
 

Support Staff 

 

Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

Angiie Nissen, Custodian 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

 2017 

http://www.aFamilyofFaith.com

